
 

 Come please pray for our loved one who is grasping for breadth. Fearing death was 

imminent, the priest opened the scriptures to pray. “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. 

The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. I also saw 

the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is 

with the human race. He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will 

always be with them [as their God]. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be 

no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, [for] the old order has passed away” (Rev 21:1-4). 

 The breathing eased. The holy words from the book of Revelation took effect. The fear of 

death eased, and everyone took solace as they saw the power of the resurrection give hope and 

comfort to their loved one. 

 In celebrating Easter, we are keenly aware of how difficult it was for the disciples to 

believe that Jesus rose from the dead. “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t 

know where they put him” (Jn 20:2). Was it not enough to crucify Jesus? Did they have to add 

insult to injury. Gasping for breath, the grief was overwhelming. Jesus appeared but the grief was 

so intense, Mary did not recognize him. “Sir, if you carried him away, tell me where you laid 

him, and I will take him” (20:15). 

 Only when Jesus called Mary of Magdala by name did she recognized his voice. The 

intense pain of death gave way to a joyful and peace filled soul. Over the course of that first 

Easter morning and until he ascended into heaven, the risen Jesus slowly revealed himself to 

others. “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad” (Ps 118:24). 

 The empty tomb left the apostles guessing, but the risen Jesus in the flesh, calmed all 

fears and helped comfort them with the truth of the resurrection. Slowly, it all began to make 

sense. Not only had Jesus risen from the dead, but death itself was conquered. “The Lord GOD 

will wipe away the tears from all faces… ‘Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! This 

is the LORD for whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!’” (Isa 25:8-9). 

 Death is frightening. What lies on the other side of death is hard to fathom. Like those 

first disciples, we are caught off guard. We grasp for breath. Tears flow. We cannot understand. 

We need the testimony of Scripture to calm our fears and help us understand. Then in death, we 

see our life unfold, the good and the bad. And the just judge reaches out with mercy. “Blessed 

are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied. Blessed are the 

merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God” 

(Mt 5:6-8). 

 In death, we hear the voice of Jesus calling our name and helping us to understand. “I am 

the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live and everyone who 

lives and believes in me will never die” (Jn 11:25-26). 

 Once Jesus calls us by name, once we recognize that there is more to our faith in Jesus 

than we can possibly imagine, there is a change of heart, a peace of mind. The labored breathing 

stops. We are comforted by the reality of life beyond death. Then we cannot help but rejoice. 

Jesus is the first born of the dead. His resurrection gives hope to the entire human race. Death is 

not final. It is more like the labor pains of birth… birth into eternal life.  

 “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through him” (Jn 3:17). Jesus “has freed us from our sins by his blood” (Rev 

1:5). “Brothers and sisters: Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all fall asleep, but we will 

all be changed… Death is swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O 

death, is your sting?” (1 Cor 15:51-52, 54-55). 


